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(2) That on account of Parnell's enormous
services - he has done for Home Rule something
like what Cobden did for Free Trade, set the argu-
ment on its legs - they are in a position of immense
difficulty; (3) That we, the Liberal Party as a
whole, and especially we its leaders, have for the
moment nothing to say to it, that we must be
passive, must wait and watch. But I again say
to myself, I say I mean in the silent and interior
forum * It'll na dee.5 I should not be surprised
if t&ere were to be rather painful manifestations
in the House on Tuesday. It is yet to be seen
what our Nonconformist friends . . . will say.**
" Our Nonconformist friends/9 the usual radical
qiixm of well-to-do Quakers and ambitious
Wesleyaas in the Sheffield pulpit, had no doubt
whatever as to what they should say. If Parnell
remained head of the Nationalist Party, there
must be something rotten in the great Liberal
principle of Free Institutions. Candidates began
withdrawing ; and it was with the greatest diffi-
culty that the Chairman, Spence Watson, was
prevented from delivering a violent philippic
against Parnell from the platform. The agnostic
Morley and the Erastian Harcomt returned to
London in a panic. The Dissenters had spoken ;
the new Moloch must be appeased* It was
certainly a pity that neither Gladstone, Harcourt,
nor Morley $ere themselves Nonconformists,
They might have taken the bluster at its proper
value.